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Rules of the

Auckland Astronomical Society

(Incorporated)

June 1996
Name

1. The name of the association is Auckland Astronomical Society (Incorporated).

Objects

2. The objects of the Society are to:

(a) Promote and foster the science of astronomy and other sciences and arts that are of similar nature to the science of astronomy.

(b) Encourage and arrange the association of astronomical observers and other persons interested in astronomy for their mutual help and organisation for astronomical work.

(c) Cooperate, advise and assist the Trustees in furthering the Society's objects at Auckland Observatory and elsewhere according to the Trust Deed.

(d) Cooperate and communicate with other bodies having objects similar to those of the Society.

Membership

3. The members of the Society may be financial members, award members and honorary members. To account for changing needs of Society membership and activities, financial memberships may be further divided as recommended by Council, such classes of financial memberships not to become operative until approved or amended at a general meeting, Counci1 shall set the subscription rates of these classes of membership.  Current memberships remain operative until expiry of their subscription period.

4. Any person desiring to become a member of the Society shall apply to the Treasurer of the Society.  The Treasurer may accept that membership and issue a membership card and receipt on full payment of the appropriate subscription or refer the application to Council.  Any applications rejected by resolution of the Council shall be notified in writing.

5. Members wishing to terminate membership of the Society shall do so by giving notice in writing to the Council.

6. Any current member holding a "life membership" under previous rules shall retain the privileges of a financial member and remain on the register of members but shall not be required to pay the annual subscription fee.  Any "life member" in such case may voluntarily transfer this membership to that of a financial member as set out in these rules (including payment of subscriptions), in writing to the Council, such transfer of membership not to be reversible.

7. Award Members.  Upon nomination of the Council, the Society may at each or any Annual General meeting elect any current member to be an Award member in recognition of services rendered to the Society.  Award members shall pay an annual subscription determined by Council and shall have the right to vote, to hold office and to nominate officers.  No more than two award members may be elected in any five year period.  Award members elected under previous rules shall be exempt from the payment of annual dues.

8. Honorary Members.  Upon the nomination from a majority of Council the Society may at each or any AGM elect by not less than a four-fifths majority one astronomer of distinction to be an Honorary Member.  Honorary members shall be exempt from the payment of subscriptions but shall be entitled to all the privileges of the Society except that of voting or holding office.  There shall be no more than three honorary members at one time.

9. Members, whose subscriptions are in arrears for three months, shall not vote or hold office or be entitled to any of the privileges of membership as determined by resolution of Council.  Their names shall be re moved from the list of members but they may be re-admitted as current members within twelve months on giving an explanation satisfactory to the Council and on payment of all arrears.

10. All members shall act in the interests of the Society.  If at least seven Councillors are satisfied, after an opportunity of explanation has been afforded, that the conduct of a member is injurious to the Society or the objects of the Society, or that a member has misused the Society name, logo, facilities or equipment, Council may seek restitution or impose restrictions, or that member may be requested to resign and in the case of their refusal may expel that member from the Society and when so expelled such member shall cease to be a member.  A record of the expulsion and the reason for it shall be entered in the Minutes.

General Meetings

11. There are two types of general meetings of the Society: annual general meetings (AGMs) and special general meetings (SGMs).

12. An AGM of the Society notified to each member at least three weeks in advance shall be held in April each year.  At this meeting not less than twenty members with power to vote must be present, otherwise it shall be adjourned by those present from time to time until the requisite number is obtained.

(a) The Council shall place before this meeting a Report of the proceedings of the Society for the previous year together with a statement of the Income & Expenditure and the Assets & Liabilities of the Society at the close of the previous financial year.  Council shall provide audited accounts to the AGM when it sees fit or upon written request of twelve financial members deposited at the registered office of the Society by the thirty-first day of December preceding an AGM.

(b) Members shall elect the officers of the Society for the ensuing year.  Nominations for any officers proposed for election shall be in writing signed by the member proposing and the member proposed and shall be deposited at the registered office of the Society at least fourteen days before the AGM but such nominations shall not preclude proposals being accepted at the meeting to fill any office or position on the Council for which sufficient nominations have not been received.

(c) The meeting shall elect Trustees to the Auckland Observatory and Planetarium Trust Board in accordance with the provisions of the Trust Deed.  Council shall notify members of retiring trustees and those standing for election.  Nominations shall be in writing and deposited at the registered office of the Society at least fourteen days before the AGM.  In the absence of any nominations by the due date, a retiring trustee standing for re-election shall be deemed to be elected.

13. The Council may call a special general meeting when it deems it necessary for any matter.  It shall also do so on receiving a request in writing signed by not less than ten members and specifying the purpose of the SGM.  A meeting called under requisition must be called for a date not more than two months after the Council meeting at which the request is tabled.  Special general meetings shall be notified to each member at least three weeks before the date of the meeting.  No business other than that specified in the said notice shall be transacted at the meeting.  The quorum for special general meetings shall be twenty members with voting privileges.  The meeting shall lapse if a quorum is not present.

14. The Society at any general meeting may appoint any person, who need not be a member of the Society, to be Patron, and may similarly revoke any such appointment.  No more than one patron shall hold the position at the same time

15. At all general meetings the President or in his absence the Vice President or in the absence of both any other member of the Council elected by those present at the meeting shall take the Chair.

Regulations

16. The Society may by way of resolution in general meeting make, amend or rescind regulations with regard to the management of any of the internal affairs of the Society but such regulations must not be inconsistent with these rules.  The Council shall have full power to make any such regulations, to be operative until amended or rescinded at a general meeting of the Society.  Regulations cannot override rules.  Without in any way affecting the generality of the powers of the Society or of the Council to make such regulations, the following matters may be the subject of such regulations:

(a) The management of the property and affairs of the Society or of any paid employee.

(b) The appointment of committees for any special purpose or the appointment of members to undertake any special work.

(c) The defining of the duties of any office of the Society.

(d) The government of procedure at meetings of the Society or the Council or any Committee established hereunder.

(e) The use of Society facilities or equipment.

Voting

17. (a) All questions arising at meetings shall be decided by a majority of votes.  In cases of equality the Chairman shall have an additional or casting vote. 

(b) The mode of voting at all meetings shall be on the voices, or if the Chairman or any other member shall require, by a show of hands or by secret ballot for which purpose a scrutineer and sufficient assistants shall be appointed by the meeting.

Officers and Management

18. The control and management of the property and affairs of the Society are entrusted to the Council which shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, Curator of Instruments and Editor, plus three other members elected at the AGMs.  The Council shall manage the affairs and conduct of the Society subject to resolutions of general meetings.  Members elected to the Council of the Society must have been financial members of the Society for the full twelve months immediately preceding their election or appointment.

19. If any casual vacancy on Council occurs during the year, the Council may appoint any member to fill the vacancy until the next AGM.  Any councillor who is absent from four consecutive council meetings without leave of absence shall be deemed to have resigned from council and shall cease to hold office.

20. In furtherance, but not in limitation, of the powers of the Council, the Council may exercise all such powers as may be exercised by the Society and do all such acts and things as may be done by the Society other than acts, powers and things expressly required by these Rules to be exercised or done by the Society at general meetings.

21. The Council or delegated committees or delegated members shall fix the time and place of all meetings of the Society except as may otherwise be provided by these Rules, and shall fix the time and place for their own meetings.  The President, or in his absence the Vice-President, shall chair Council meetings.

22. The Council quorum is five members of Council.

Control and Use of the Common Seal of the Society

23. The Common Seal of the Society shall be kept by the Counci1 and shall be affixed to any necessary documents in the presence of the President or Vice-President and the Secretary or one other member of the Council.  The Common Seal shall only be affixed to any document pursuant to a resolution of the Council to that effect.

Control and Investment of the Funds of the Society

24. The financial year of the Society begins on the first day of January and ends on the thirty-first day of December in each year.

25. The Council may invest and re-invest the whole or any part of the funds of the Society which are not required for immediate business in such manner and on such terms as it thinks fit.

26. The Treasurer and/or a member appointed by Council shall receive all money paid to the Society and deposit the same in banks nominated by the Council and in accounts in the name of the Society.

27. All cheques or withdrawals from such banks shall be signed by the Treasurer and either the President or the Vice-President.  The Council may by resolution appoint a temporary signatory from the remaining Councillors to replace the Treasurer if the Treasurer is absent from Auckland for longer than one month, for the duration of the Treasurer's absence.

28. No Society expenditure may be incurred by any member without the previous sanction of the Council.

29 (a) Members of the Society, if the Council so decides, shall be liable to the Society for any damage arising from negligence or deliberate act which may be caused to the property of the Society by such members or by such member's invitees or guests.  Such members shall have the right of explanation to the Council.

(b) No member, by reason of their membership, shall acquire any legal or equitable interest in any property or funds of the Society or be under any financial liability to the Society except for payment of subscriptions and payments under rules 11 and 29(a).

Powers of the Society

30. The Society shall have such powers as shall be commensurate with its objects or any objects incidental thereto, including, but not limited to, the power to acquire and relinquish assets, employ staff, borrow money and hold mortgages, and publish or otherwise disseminate material and other products whether free of cost or for subscription or other remuneration.  The Society may exercise in general meeting any or all of its powers notwithstanding that such powers may be delegated or entrusted to the Council or officers or members of the Society.

Alteration of Rules

31. These rules may be altered, added to or rescinded by resolutions passed at an SGM summoned for that purpose and constituted in accordance with these rules.  Duplicate copies of every such amendment or revision shall forthwith be delivered to the Registrar of Incorporated Societies in accordance with the Act.

Disposition of Property of the Society in the Event of Winding Up

32. Subject to any statutory provision inconsistent herewith the Society shall not be voluntarily wound up if members to the number required by law to form an incorporated Society (at present fifteen) oppose a resolution for winding up at any meeting of the Society.

33. In the event of the Society being wound up, whether voluntarily or by the Registrar, the surplus assets, after payment of the Society's liabilities and the expenses of the winding up, shall be applied to such charitable purpose of astronomical purpose as the majority of members present at an SGM called for that purpose decides.  In the event of no decision being reached at such meeting the assets shall become the property of the Auckland Observatory and Planetarium Trust Board.

Registered Office

34. The registered office of the Society shall be situated at such place as the Council shall, from time to time, determine.  Notice of every change of situation of the registered office shall forthwith be sent to the Registrar of Incorporated Societies.

Inspection of Documents

35. These rules and any regulations made under these rules shall be displayed together with the trust deed in any library of the Society and at its registered office and shall be available for inspection by members at times when these libraries or registered offices are normally open.

Interpretation

36. In these rules except where a contrary intention appears:

· "Act" means the Incorporated Societies Act 1908 and subsequent amendments

· "Society" means the Auckland Astronomical Society (Incorporated) incorporated under these Rules

· "Council" means the Council of the Auckland Astronomical Society (Incorporated) as determined in rule 22 and elsewhere.

· "The Trust" means "The Auckland Observatory and Planetarium Trust Board", and "Trustees" are the members of that board

· "The Trust Deed " refers to the deed between the Society and the Trust  Board

37. These rules replace and rescind all other rules of the Society.

